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The computing landscape has changed drastically in the past years. There are a number of trends that influenced
new computing paradigms such as Pervasive Computing, Grid Computing, Cloud Computing. In my talk I will
highlight some of the fundamental differences in computing and will motivate the need for a novel abstraction
that allows hiding the details of underlying platforms and thus decouples computing platforms from applica-
tions.

Tasklets are a joint project with MIT that allows to model computation as a closure that can be executed at vari-
ous platforms. I will sketch how Tasklets can be used as a basic abstraction for computation and which further
abstractions are needed to support applications.
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